'; February 17, 1936 (sSunday Afternoon)
\ ,

ACTS 5:1-11, Sunday Afternoon, February 17, 1935 (four pages)

I am reading a few verses of acriptnro‘fron Aets 5;l-ll

Sometimes we have been caused to wonder why an incident like this was ever
written into the word at all and we have wondered why God found it necescary
to eliminate, even by the stroke of death, the lie and hidden thing that had
been agreed upon and oonnivéd at., Here we have two people agreed in their
determination to sin and it may be because of these two coming into this
unholy agreemehh and then coming to the Apostles with the lie,that the very
fact that they had asgreed on this sin and that their guilt had been estabd=
lished and when they came into the presence of God the 2pirit of the Lord
caucsed death tp come on them and the people carried them out and buried them.

It shows me what a wonderful thing the Chureh of Christ originally was and

how jealoue Cod was for its first paurity and power and glory as it fell on

the church on Fentecost., It is a strange thing that men could be so holy and
jure and dwell together in the harmony of God and could hold services together
that when the Riawr and wrong-doer came in, that instantly 1ife was taken from
them end they were taken out dead. God must have had a marvelous thing in
mind when He planted that church on Fentecbst. When Cod's people were deliv-
ered from Egypt and He wae rending them across the desert to inherit the
pramised land on the other side, He knew ‘the spirit of complaining in their
hearts as they turned from God and their thoughts went back to the land of
Egypt, and God iseued a warning to them. He said to Moses, "I have delivered
them from Fgypt and I am going to =end my angel before them and he shall go
before them., Tell them to beware of him for he will not pardon their trans-
gressions for my Name is in him,” It gives us a terrible idea of what it
means and what it meant for men and that nation in that day when they had the
Spirit of God going before them and in that Spirit there was no pardon for
their sin.

God had lsid on them the law of faith. God intended to take them through by
the covenant of Avraham but such was the heart of man, then and now, that
constantly and continually the tendene;, is always away from Cod and God eaid,
"Reware of my angel for my name is in Him and he will not pardon your trans-
greseions.” I don't know of a more terrible condition that ‘could fall on
humen kind than to have & S0d in whom was no forgiveness of sin. God was
providing them Manna from Heaven, a food 80 holy and virtuous and & drink so
marvelous from that rock that every speek of dicease was eliminated from
their meke-up that they walked, a nation without o¢ne pain or ache. Yet in
gpite of that wonderful thing that God furnished them in food and drink they
turned fram God and went back to the flesh pots of Fgypt. When God enswered
their ery for flesh 23000 of them died instantly and explorere, recently
exploring the land over which these Israelites traveled, have come across a
graveyard and to this day, on the walls of that cemetery are carved the
pietures of men tearing guail and eating it raw. It is an awful thing to
let the wonderful grace and bleseing and power of Cod glip out of our lives.

I suppose God intended to carry them through holy and spotleses and sickless
and deathleess. The only record of any graves we in the wilderness is of
those who refused to believe.  Jhen “0d planted the chureh on Pentecost He
hed wonderful plans for that church. - Scmehow I feel that God's plans have
miscarried. I feel thut men and women have not rightly apprecinted the
wonderful thing God committed to the church on Pefitecost.

This incident spoken of in Acts 5 was a short time after God had come down

on the day of Pentecost and the Holy Ghost had toucned men'- hearts through

and through. There was not one thing unhc%ia The Holy @pirit wac in the
Ke-up. ne sor P

center of thelir make-up There was one w aﬁ@f, 88 to who oould get to

f

a

}

9
1

A




' the Apostles first with their possessions, of the men who had been charged

~ twith the prosperity of the church. vhen the power of god fell 30 years ago y

¢ 1 saw that Pentecost zeal repeated, Time after time wen with thousands of :
dollars died poor because the Holy Ghost seemed to set the Spirit on them in
sfch a way and the need of God on the people of world was 80 urgent they
ecould herdly retain one dollar for themselves and they poured out thelr money
and hundreds and hundreds of missionaries were sent into the foreign fields |
and the wonderful thing about this gospel is that the whole thing is missionary.

It was not long before the powers of persecution rested on the chureh of Ggd
after Pentecoct and they were everywhere preaching the gospel of the only
Regotten “on and thousande and hundreds of thousande of people were brought

in and no man had lack of enything. And I am persuaded myself that is the

thing God has put his hand to do in these times in the restoration of the church:
of God. Here we have the Holy Ghost maZing an example. This man and his wife
must have gone into the lie. They had seen the power of God poured out in a
marvelous miracle-working power and yet they connived. As though a man could
lie to God. No human being can lie to Gods It is impos=idle for men to deceive
Gods God knows everything about each one of us, and it is a marvelous thing,
that knowing us as He ioes and having a record of everything in our lives, He
st111 loves us and plans to give us the best that heaven has. Ae the “pirit of
God strove to keep the church pure whdre power could be poured out on the pmople
from day to day in the early church. .

Psul had to show the people the awful declension of the Church of God from its
original standing. He had to show them how thece thinge were the entering wedge
and & discord and division that had finally brought the church of Cod to an
absolute stand still and then for centuries and centuries there was no light of
the Glory of God. During those centuries good men, who wer o standards of God's .
'  bible and desirous of living pure and holy lives,separated themselves in convents
and cells and went into the caves of the earth and got away from the world.
wonldn't it have been better, instead of hiding themselves away, hiding their
hunger for God behind convent walls and in dens and caves, wonld it not have been
better for them to have testified to the Glory of Jesus Christ, and instead of
hiding away to seek righteousness, if they had gone out in faith and declared to
the world the Glory of God. This diepensation has been a fallure. When we re-
member the 18 centuries of dark ages and away from the Glory and power of God
the thing looks terrible and awful to me and I am afruaid unless God's people
etir themselves to the command and tske it seriously the day of Christ will come
suddenly on us and the vast company of heathen will go down in their ignorance
and may God stir our hearte to lay hold on Him in living faith to bring the
church back to its originel standing. _

thriet ie still the head of the church. It eets into my soul and apirit that
Christ has taken sumsh a meager place dh the world today. It troubles me that I
give Him so 1little of my time, in prayer and waiting on God, and when I sSee the
sainte of God in a similar condition! I am hardly conscious of a moment I am
not breathing a prayer but I want to raice up a contending of the faith as God
wants us to do. Somewhere there is Grace and Virtue of God that should be in
the church that will meltsthe hard hearts and cauce men and women to come down
in humul ity and esurrender to Jesus a® ¥ing of Xings and Lord of Lords. Do yom
feel that way brother? Have we, a? a church, miesed anything in sanctification
to the will of God in these matters? Z2ome people find fault with me in regard
to the miseionary work and the money to carry that on but T don't feel we have
ever made & mistake. I feel that every prayer we have made and every dollar
spent to carry the gospel to the uttermost parts will be dlessed of God out of
all bounds, The church of God is a wonderful thing. I said that we look at
the Jews and pity them because they have mis-ed the revelation of Jesus Christ
ag their promised Messiah but sometimes I think if we would look a 1little closer
home at that which is supposed to be the churech of Cod and look at what we have
miseed. The Jews mever had the opportuanities that the Church of Christ has had.
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" There was nothing in themto ettest to the world of the 3pirit of Gods The

A

thing they were under was like a sehoolmaster with his rod in his hend telling
them to do this and that and if they feiled they would suffer the penalty that
would be sent to them. But not 20 with the Churech of Christ. I don't say

that we are not going to loce something if we set around ir ease, We will lose
something of the Gilory of God, that greatest thing of ell to see the word of
God fulfilled in our own midet on the-bodies snd lives of the people, We are
seeing it but there is room for vast improvement. Hallelujah'. There ie

power and virtue and God ie still the came but 1s there anything we have left
undone? I think myecelf that there is a greater purpose in the manifestation

of the power of God than even heal ing those who are eick., It is a wonderful
thing for folk to be heakdd but there 1s a greater thing. That greater thing
is to see the confirmation of God's bible in the very precence of the multitude.
I don't believe myself that the raieing up of eick ones resulte very much, in
itself, in the salvation of men. It attracte the attention of people and
cauces men and women t0 go to the house of Gode Oh, the marvelous completeness
of the gospel message of Jesus Christ. DNothing left out; our bodies are mude
every wit vhole and our Spirit quickened in the knovledge of Coéd and it causes

us to regoice in the presence of a living Raviour who is going to bdbring this
thing into port in proper style.

God intended to keep the liar and the hypocrite out of the church. Nay God
never be under the necessity of handling any of uc like that. When we get indo
oin 1f we go to God with it He will cleanze the heert and wash away the ein
and give us snother start towarde the presence and power of Cod. The Spirit
wante to show ua 2 chureh in which no gin, dying, desath, or disease will ever
known ut all, %e must 2ll stand before the Jjudgment seatl of Christ to give
sccount of the deede done in the body, according te that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad. Thank the Lord, we have the privilege of talking to God
eny time and we can know our statis any time ané the most wonderful statis is
standing before God where we ko w all eine are forgiven snd we are washed in
the bloods I am sure thet when the chureh is cleansed the Splrit of God will
keep 1t c¢lean forever and forever more. He will never tolerule the precence
of ain vhen it has been cleanced and worked out after the fashion of this
woman's and Man'se sin.

ve must get out of the rut we are in. We must dig ourselves out by confession
and conesecration end ecanctification unto God again. I thank the Lord for the
soule saved, but Oh, the vast multitude of people. Within them there must be
a ery for God and it can only be answered as you and T sre true to the testi-
mony of the Lord and do our best to bring thme the mes-age in our eimple way
that they get right with God. I am sure the gospel of Jesus Chriet will work
in every heart what it has worked in mine and what it has wrougkt in yours.

A great man from India came fwokbis country and talked with the scholars of
the day and they said, "¢ B notice a difference in you." He enid, "Is the
difference for the better or worse?" They said, "For the better. You haven't
lost any of your scientific smartnees but we don't know what it is that has
chenged you."Wwill you tell ue?" And he put his hend in his pocket and brought |
out a little bible and said, "This 1s what éid the work."I was a student of
8ll the cults but one day this came into my hand &nd I begun to read it and
started at the New Testament and when I got to the Widdle of the gospel of
John I caved in and that is the thing that reached this heart of mine ané that
is what brought the improvement. The word of the Iiving Cod."

Don't be discouraged because of the hardness in the hewrt of your neighbor.
Tell them yesterday, today, and forevermore Jesus is the same and if they will
read the word it ¥ill bring them through into the presence of God and another
soul will be added to the glory of God. He wante ue to be better christians
in this regard. There are many wonderful christiens and they enjoy it so much
themselves but don't be eo selfish. If it is good for you give your neighboy
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& taste., ind I festify to you that &ll the tressures of the world wouldn't
take my bible from the heart of me. Praise the Tord. I am sure that God is
working and the °pirit of the Tord e calling to everyone of us., 1Tet ue Pass
on thie seed corn of the gospel of Cod that others may.be brought into the
same 1light and experience. Je maet become definitely anad rostively a peorle

who are winners of souls. Let us moke it a duily prayer and practice until
the fru;tago begine to be seen. Anen. '

WHO: ME . H. OVFILER, PASTOR ‘

BLTEEL TENPLE
SEAPTLE, WASHINGTON
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