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ACTS 1:1-12, Sunday Evening, February 3, 1935 (four pages)

February %yed®fb. sSunddy Evening. Bethel Temple.
I went td read you for & moment tonight the lant words of Jesus Chrict on the
earth, I am alwayc encoureged when [ see a great ccmpany of christdan

believers of men wund women who sre inclined towards the gocpel. It is elways
a spirituval wplift to me, and I suppose all over the world tonight you can
find compenies of memuand women such as this worhigping and praising God of
Heaven for the gift of Jesu# Christ the Lord.

(Reading 62 seripture) Aets 1:1-12

In these foew brief verazes of sceripture we have the closing moments of the
1ife and of the ministry of the Lordég?sus Christ. Oh, th@t the Spirit of God
would come on ue tonight as a congregation to show us the stern reality and
marvelous truths that have been announced and enunciated £or your benefit and
mine throagh the lips of the Son of God and that we might prepare ourselves
for what 19 coming on the face of the earth and also for what you and I as
individuale are bound. to meet as we walk with Cod and make our way thru this
world with our eyea set on the kingdom of Cods We are all making our way to
Zion. I don't see what you would want in Bethel Temple unless your heart was
inel ined towards Jesus Christ and all of the outetanding things written of
Jesus, T believe those ¢losing moments are the most wonderful of Jesus and

are filled with a real example and real testimony of the “on of God to you
and me as his people.

Here we have a very wonderful thing to face. Often times we speak of the
incarnation of the “on of God, and in order to know what the inearnstion of
Christ means and signifies you have to study Cod's bible and make it a real
study. You know, and I know, that the greate t treasure that can come to a
man is that thing which comes from Cod called the "Pearl of great price",

and it is discovered in God's bible and as you and I get away from formal
religion then we begin to understand some of the marvels and mysteries of
that thing aetually accomplished when Cod sent Jesus to this world. we study
the incarnation and say the Virgin was overshadowed by the Holy Ghost and
because of that there was eonceived within her the wmonderful Mescish announ-
ced of CGod. And nome of us can desoribe it. The nearect we can get to it is
to say that God fulfilled his Word and married Isrsel and Mary and the result
wag, the Messiah Christ, Saviour and Redeemer of the world, borm by the imma-
culate conception, Borm by the coming together of God and Israel and cur
bible says God is a Spirit and we wonder at the Spirit of Cod over-shadowing
the body of the Virgin and dbringing about that wonderful creasture, Mescish
Christ. The incarnation is a wonderful thing. And may I say thet as you and
I come to Cod we have to pass thru various proceszes. You wateh men, turned
from sin into a life of holiness and righteousness before God and you marvel
and wonder how that could be wrought and you have watched them Bay by day

and see men completely transformed. Their whole life has become anew, the
revelation of something new. They have left forever behind them that thing
called the world. They have no more use for the thing they loved and the
thing in which they rejoiced in & sinful sense than in nothing et all. They
are completely transformed, and now instead of going down ancther street in
order to get away from a church or s ehristian you will f£ind them loving God
and loving to go to the house of God and fird their Joy and pleasure in
those things of Christ. That Xind of an experience comes by revelation and
by actual business dealings between you and Cod. ‘

It was not only necessary for the virgin to surrender her el €nder the touch
of God but this is necescary for every man and woman. It was not only neec-
essary for Chriet to be formed in Mary dut Paul tells us that Christ must be
formed in us. Thias afternoon the thought came to my mind how little value
God puts on the flesh being of mankind. It doesn't make any difference how
besut iful y-u may be. No, God puts no value on the human ~ide but he looks




_through and behind that humanity end se¢es something that must -be caved and ]
. salvazed end blood-wached and redeemed, linked up with fod, regenersted and ~
re-born and brought owvt into a ploce where Cod would have it =and & men or
women througk whom %ed ean pour ’i’gl the graces and fruite of the Foly “rirtt.

The incarnation of Chriet wes one thing. fThe incarnation of Christ in you

and me is crnother thing altogether., It means the seme thing. Our bible
reveale thaet every man or woman that will undertake to surrended (ard fpou

have the final say in how far you are going with God. Mary could have seid,
"No, what w11l the world ruy,” and what has 1t eeid of Mery? But, my dbrethern.
when you sell out to God you forget the world and the thinge o6f the world

make very little difference when you sell out ® God. They make very little
difference tc me. Once I tried to make out what the eost would be to walk
with God but I long agoy forgot that and I thank Cod for it.

Qur pospel 1s désigned ufter the plan of Christ. He becaume incarnate dut
thirty years after his incarnation he began his ministry, end the resson he
waited 30 years was because long centuries before he came Cod badWittaﬂ in
the law that no priest ocould minister until he wes thirty yeurses of uge snd
the very mindtesttdetail of the law wes fulfilled, even in the Son. But that ‘
does not hold good nowe. Under Grace he dbrought in the new virth, wached in

the blocd, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost end fire, and that beirng in- :
stantly comes under the annointing of the Holy Ghost and ie capuble of doing
anything Uesus can do. I have heard ehildren under five years of age preech
germong that put me to shame, I hgve heard th? preach to & congregation

larger then this and men and women went down on their knees ealling to Cod

for merey. "Not by might, nor /by power, but by my Spirit, ceith the Lordl

Chrict waited thirty years, You don't have to weit. He cume to fulfill the
law end not to destroy it. At thiidty years of age, born the acetusl Son of
God Almighty, he came and stood before the Father in Jordan waiting to receive
the cut-poured “pirit from on High. 1In the temple there wae & besutiful 1l=
lustration. Under the lew, when & man sinned, he was required to bring before
the Tord a lamb, the firstling of the fiock of God. It was brought before the
prieet and it was a common sight to see 2 big man going up ¥t. Zion- leading

a 1ittle lamb. He would come to the priecst and tell him thet he had sinned
and that he hed brought this lamb for an atonement of sin. The priest wougd
put it on the table and lock it over and examine it rinutely to see if it met
the requirements of the passover lamb becaiice it was & magnificent type of
Jesus Christ. This bible ie so full of magnificent thinge of Jesus Christ,
When that lemb met the specifications, they took a seal and dipped it in the
ink and impressed it on that lamdb and it went out to the rlace reserved forx
thoee lambs that died. So many people profes: to find fault with God's way
but I can't do it. ZEvery lamb sacrificed wae a symbol of Chriet who wa: to
come a2 God's lamb to take away the sins of. the vworld and haé Chriet not

come at the very moment and time he did, the human rece would long ago have
been extinct. The only power that has precerved the race has. been the fact "
that Christ died on the erozs the moment specified by Jehovah.

Here we have Jesus coming into the Jordan and there he stood and the multitude
looked on becsuse John 2aid, "Behold, the lamb of Cod,™ ard they loocked on as
Jesus was baptised by the Baptist John and ss he cane up out of the water the
heavens opened. God is a great High Priest and he wae lockirg down at that
lamb as he st&od in the Jordan and God found in him no blemish, and he spoke
from heaven and said, "This is my Véeowed Son in whom I em well Tleased."

Brethren, the voice of God comes to you again tonight in the testimony of
His Son, Here he iz, and as God; the grest High Priest, looke him over and
finds him without spot or blezish, conceived of the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, and now precenting himeelf before Cod that hie ministry might

begin and he might go to the oroes, and as the pather testifieg Ofacihe
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of the Son 1t wae? me laove the Christ more end more. It makee me honor

end revere him and deteruine more and more to cerve him and win every scoul I
euti cnd render a perfect verdict after the ~“on of Cod. The Holy ~pirit came
écwr cn Jesus, descending on him in bodily form ac & dove, and remained on
bim, sesling the testimony of the Father and precerting before the world

such & testimony. ZHvery bit of it supernatural, coming from Cod out of heaven
end recting on Jesus. 1y brethren, that ie the revelution of the agec. Oh,
if 1t would only lie in our power to deccribe to you the final events coming
on the world in relationship to Jesus and your own soul. We think the cal-
vation of Jesus touches men only for now. Touches him on the outeide and
ins1de and mekes him give up those habits of men. The Salvation Army did a
marvelous work in bringing men through the issuoe of the goepel and bringing
men- into salvation but ithe issues of the gospel are not all fulfilled yet.
God doesn't do things in & hurry. Cod tonight is on his throne and sbove
His merey seat and is holding back frm :gn the thing that would engulf you
in your sin and tske you down to death. od is wonderfully patient. MNany
have diseovered that. One night Robert Ingersoll wes leokining and ne took

-oul his wateh and said, "God, I give you five mimtes to strike me dend."”

When it eame to four and one-hulf minutes women fainted and at the end of
the five minutes Robert Ingersoll eaid, "Pooh, that much for you God."
Hobody but an absolute fool would ever thimnk h® could exhaust God's patience "
in five minutes. A mon is devoid of real mentality whem he mekes a show of
himoelf 1like that. @God looks on a man 1ike that in the elgssification God
has made of him. ™"The fool hath said in his hesrt, there is no God."

But God, instesd of seeking %o destroy and cact men into a hell of fire, 18
bearing with the sin and hardness of men's hearts, His patience is still
un-exhausted and that makes 1% wonderful for you and wme to know that He is a
God of love. Here we have the Holy Ghost 8ealing Jesus us the “on of Cod,
We find Jesus at the last moment of his life standing on Betheny snd 500
believers with him and suddenly he began to ascend and arise and by amd by a

eloud received him out of sight aend he was gone to the right hand oftthe
power and Glory and throne of God.

I am so glad the bible hasz revealed the Saviour in hie true light. Today
men are getting esway from the old Pagan 1deas of a cruel tod snd know he is
& God@ of love and every moment of his ministry on eurth was wrought with a
view for the salvation of the whole world. Before he went he seid, "Now
Jou are born again. You have bsenecd through the regenerutive rrocesses of
the gospel that take you to the eross and when they take you there they
settle forever the things concerning £in. You cannot fool your friends or
God or anybody for long and when you go to the cross ae these 500 had been
(they stood by t'e cross and had seen the %on of God die and heaurd his
parting words,"It is finished," ) and they had pacsed through the regenera=
tive process of the gospel in the clensing of sin and now heard him gay,
"Tarry at Jerusalem until you be endued with power Irom on High."

I know T sm speaking to many christians tonight and you believe the Lord.
May I say to you, there is a step further to go. Chriet was born the Son
of Cod and then came before God for the Holy S8pirit. Then he went to the
eross and ascended on High and he d14d it for you and me and before he ascen-
ded on high he left you this commsand,  You have been saved and born egain
and now he says you shall receive the Holy Ghost not inany daye hence. Nany
christians today do not know what the Holy fvirit is, They do not knov what
it means to receive God's “pirit and be vaptised with the Holy Chost. Never
mind, God laid the cammand on you and it 19 not only ne ohoree ehven
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again but if you would become one who br 1§§%gg ?Le Holy ¢
of Ged then you must tarry at Jerubaleh +84t 1 figron foa y Spirit
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the Gift of Coé's Holy I pirit.

You remember when Ohriet picked up toat menm oa the way to wowris. He not
only sicked up that mee, but he was & syhbbol of uil humunity. Christ picked
him up, took him-to the Inn end stan'tq the Inkeecper, "1 will give you tweo
rence”, Thet two pence thut God gives to his peorle everywhere is the new
birth through the cpersticna of the elcancing blood end the beptism wilth the
Toly Ghost and immersion in Cod, and what a oin end crime it is among chris=-
 tisps that they fall to receive all that God has to pour out on them, iun
order that the Spirit =ide of your nebure may be perfocted end by and by
_presented to God in the fullness of his glory. :

Your Plesh is one thimg dbut your apirit neture is the one the Holy Ghost is
after. He wants to bring that thiog to Cod and enorgize it with the Spir it
of Cod and impart to you the power to Wring the siuwilar gift to another.

Tt will mske you & soul winner and one who, is & disciple of the peate of God
that pacsseth all understending. If you are a believer than I say to walt
bvefore God, You sy, "I don't know what the baptism 1s?" God can show you
and the “pirit can maxe it plain. You can seek him as you walk along the
ctreet, as you tend to your buginess. You can eeek him every waking moment.
I want to lay this charge upon you ia the interest of your own soul andin
the interest of God when every worker is needed for these lust days and whenm
the marriage supper is called)only those who are clothed in the marriage

¢lothes will Ye ready to go into the marrisge supper of the Tord.
Let us praye. :
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